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HVHB March 12, 2008 Meeting 
What a great meeting! There were some awesome beers and meads served. Randy 

brought a locust mead, an amber ale, and an Irish red. Jim brought a Harpoon scotch ale he got 
at Half Time for 15% off. Paul brought his pale ale. 

Randy has volunteered to coordinate Mead Day on August 2, 2008. Schwatzy is taking 
care of the almost annual cider press and could use help from all those willing. The press will take 
place sometime around October and the club is looking for a place to get good sharp, tannic, 
acidy apple flavor; not just sweet. Also, if anyone has an idea for a fundraiser for the cider press 
event; make it known. 

Rachel discussed the upcoming trip to Oregon and the need for donations for the 2009 
HVHB competition. Contact Rachel for more information. 

Callum is in the process of updating the club website. If you have any pictures for the 
photo gallery, please send them to Callum (http://hbd.org/hvhb/photos2/photos.html). There are 
also links to past newsletters. Check out the new design and thank Callum the next time you see 
him. 

Finally, thanks to Greg Venditto for providing the tune up beer judging. For those of you 
who missed out, that was some great training on recognizing good beers and gruesome ones, 
too.  

Volunteers still needed!

 

Picnic Coordinators (a couple of people to plan games) 
Teach a Friend Coordinator 
Meeting Topic Speakers (June, September, October, December) 
And of course we need everyone to come out and support those that volunteer to coordinate.   

The next meeting will be held April 9, 2008, 8 PM, River Station. Topic: Opener Casting 
with Steve Thomas and Jim/Bruce AND Tuthilltown Distillers (http://www.tuthilltown.com/).      

  

Reminder: Entries due March 31-April 11 
More information available at http://beertown.org/events/nhc/
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HVHB 18th Annual Homebrew Competition 

The Hudson Valley Home Brewers held their 18th annual competition on Saturday, March 15th 
2008, 9am, at the Gilded Otter Brewing Company. Thank you to all who attended and assisted in 
making the event successful. Check out the results here: http://hbd.org/hvhb/results08.html

   
“I would like to thank our competition organizers for yet another successful  

competition.  Thanks to: 
Al Alexsa for being our Competition Coordinator for the 3rd straight year. 
Greg Venditto for being the Judge Coordinator. 
Justin Taylor for being the Chief Steward. 
Brett Lavin for being the registrar. 
Jen Rich for being the prize coordinator and raffle organizer. 
Rachel Himelstein for being the assistant prize coordinator. 
Bill Woodring for being the Voice of the Hudson Valley Homebrewers. 
and last but not least all of the legions of volunteer judges and stewards.  It was a great 
day and you once again made our competition look like a class act.   

Lastly I just want to remind everybody to thank our sponsors for their support 
when ever you see them.  They are important to our success and we need to make them 
know how much we appreciate them.” --Charlie Haight                                

A special thanks to all our sponsors.

  

Half Time http://www.shop.halftimebeverage.com/main.sc

  

Hop Union http://www.hopunion.com/

  

The Casual Palate  
Gilded Otter http://www.gildedotter.com/home.htm

  

Crosby and Baker Ltd http://www.crosby-baker.com/

  

Albany Pump Station http://www.evansale.com/

  

Golden Rail Ale House http://www.thegoldenrail.com/

  

Party Creations http://www.partycreations.net/

  

Beech Tree Grill http://beechtreegrill.homestead.com/home.html

  

Thrifty Beverage http://www.thriftybev.com/

  

L.D. Carlson http://www.ldcarlson.com/

  

TAP New York http://www.tapnewyork.com/

  

The Dubliner 
Crew 

Maltose Express http://www.maltose.com/

  

http://hbd.org/hvhb/results08.html
http://www.shop.halftimebeverage.com/main.sc
http://www.hopunion.com/
http://www.gildedotter.com/home.htm
http://www.crosby-baker.com/
http://www.evansale.com/
http://www.thegoldenrail.com/
http://www.partycreations.net/
http://beechtreegrill.homestead.com/home.html
http://www.thriftybev.com/
http://www.ldcarlson.com/
http://www.tapnewyork.com/
http://www.maltose.com/


 
Special Congratulations to the HVHB members who won: 

Light and Amber Lager (14 Entries) 
Raymond Sykes   1C Premium American 1 

Dark Lager (9 Entries) 
Manny Holl Munich Dunkel 4B Munich Dunkel 2 

Scotish and Irish Ale (7 Entries) 
Manny Holl Scotch Ale 9E Strong Scotch Ale 1 
Randy Rarig Irish Red Ale 9D Irish Red Ale 3 

American Ale (27 Entries) 
Manny Holl American Brown 10C

 

American Brown 3 
English Brown Ale (9 Entries) 

Frank Kobes BA 11C

 

Northern English Brown 2 
Porter (13 Entries) 

Raymond Sykes   12C

 

Baltic Porter 1 
Chuck Lutz Colonial Porter 12B

 

Robust Porter 2 
Jim Taylor Will I Am 12C

 

Baltic Porter 3 
India Pale Ale (19 Entries) 

Bruce Franconi   14B

 

American IPA 1 
Jim Taylor Hoppy the Elder 14C

 

Imperial IPA 3 
German Wheat and Rye Beer (9 Entries) 

Jim Daley Wise Guy Weizenbock 15C

 

Weizenbock 2 
Belgian/French Ale and Sour Ale (17 Entries) 

Raymond Sykes Flanders Pt. 7 17B

 

Flanders Red 1 
Jim Taylor Hobblin' Tripel 16E

 

Belgian Specialty 2 
Steve Thomas Belgian Specialty Ale 16E

 

Belgian Specialty 3 
Belgian Strong Ale (24 Entries) 

Mark Waldron Belgian Dark Strong Ale 18E

 

Belgian Dark Strong Ale 1 
Raymond Sykes Eastvelt_21 18E

 

Belgian Dark Strong Ale 3 
Strong Ale (14 Entries) 

Bruce Franconi   19C

 

American Barleywine 1 
Manny Holl Barleywine 19C

 

American Barleywine 3 
Fruit, Spice, Herb and Vegetable Beer (13 Entries) 

Raymond Sykes 21A Jewish Rye 21A

 

Spice, Herb, Vegetable 
Beer 1 

Smoked, Wood Aged and Specialty Beer (16 Entries) 

Jim Taylor Tuthilltown Bourbon 
Barleywine 22C

 

Wood-Aged Beer 2 

Traditional and Fruit Mead (12 Entries) 
Bruce Franconi   25B

 

Pyment 1 
Chuck Lutz Pyment 25B

 

Pyment 3 
Other Mead and Cider (13 Entries) 

Dan Evans & Bruce Franconi   26A

 

Metheglin 2 
Raymond Sykes Oak Barrel 28A

 

New England Cider 3 
BEST OF SHOW 

Raymond Sykes Flanders Pt. 7 17B

 

Flanders Red 1 
Bruce Franconi   19C

 

American Barleywine 2 
Raymond Sykes   12C

 

Baltic Porter 3 

  



  
Upcoming New York State Homebrewer of the Year 

Competitions:  

Amber Waves of Grain, May 16th and 17th 
Entry Deadline May 3rd 
Website: http://awoghomebrew.com/

   

Brewers East End Revival, May 17th 
Entry Deadline  May 10th 
website: http://hbd.org/beer/

   

New York State Fair, June 13th and 14th 
Entry Info: TBD 
website: http://www.saltcitybrew.org/sf_competition.html

    

NE-Boston Region Longshot Competition  
Greetings, 

I am in the early stages of planning the Northeast - Boston region of the Longshot 
competition. My goal is to have a staff of 140 with at least 45 BJCP judges another 45 
experienced/apprentice judges, 45 stewards, and at least 5 more to handle various staff 
positions.  This is a massive homebrew contest, so I need lots of help, if you could forward this 
message to the members of your home brew club, or others you might know who are qualified 
and interested in helping, I would appreciate the help.   

The Longshot competition will be a BJCP registered event, and it will be taking pace in 
Boston on one of the following weekends: 5/17, 5/31 or 6/7, and meals and one night hotel to be 
provided by Boston Beer Co.  Still working out the logistics, but please register at: 
http://www.nhbrewers.com/LongShot/registration.php if you can help.   

As I hope everyone is aware, Boston Beer Co. does tons to support the home brewing 
community.  I can tell you from first hand experience that Boston Beer Co. does a fantastic job of 
taking care of the judges and stewards, as I recently organized the Patriot Homebrew 
Competition, which was a competition that was held at the Gillette stadium (you know where the 
New England Patriots play).  
Michael Fairbrother    

Welcome to a New Member 
I am Paul Berge and live in Stone Ridge, just south of Kingston. I joined the HVHB club in 

February and attended my first event as a steward at the judging competition at the Gilded Otter 
in New Paltz - it was GREAT !!  My good friend Gregg Liguori (also a member) and I brewed my 
first (and his second) batch of beer, an IPA, back in January and entered it at the event. It was a 
lot of fun, and I plan to brew more. I am a beginner brewer but not so in the drinking and 
appreciating it department. My favorite types of beer are Belgian/Trappist style ales and IPA's - 
yes I'm a hop-head. I joined the club to learn more about appreciating and brewing better, and 
maybe judging at some point. As for other interest, I enjoy being outdoors and skiing, hunting, 
golf, attending drag racing/car events and riding my Harley. Cheers!    

http://awoghomebrew.com/
http://hbd.org/beer/
http://www.saltcitybrew.org/sf_competition.html
http://www.nhbrewers.com/LongShot/registration.php


 
Recipe of the Month 

New Belgium Fat Tire Clone  

5 lbs Dingemans Pils 
2 lbs Munich Malt 
2 lbs Dark Munich Malt 
0.5 lbs Victory Malt 
0.5 lbs crystal 60L  

Mash 153F  

0.5 oz Summit 16.1%AA 60 minutes                                           


